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Welcome to Shabbat services 
at Adath Jeshurun.

Congregation Adath Jeshurun is an inclusive, egalitarian  
Conservative synagogue. All are welcome irrespective of gender, race, 

or sexual orientation. We welcome dual-faith families who want 
to be involved in the Jewish community.

PROFESSIONAL STAFF                      
Shai Cherry, Rabbi
Howard K. Glantz, Hazzan
Tracey Perchick,  
Early Learning Center Director
Rachel Palitto, Programming Director
Amy Devine-Stretch, Office Manager
Calvin Thompson,  
Building Supervisor
Beryl Rosoff-Verbit,  
Administrative Assistant
Marjorie Trager, Graphic Designer 
and Publicity
Seymour J. Rosenbloom,  
Distinguished Service Rabbi
Charles S. Davidson,  
Hazzan Emeritus

SYNAGOGUE OFFICERS                     
Howard Levin, President
Dr. Harry Lessig, Exec. Vice President
Doug Karan, Vice President
Mark Schwartz, Vice President
Tammy Zebovitz, Vice President
Steven Strauss, Treasurer
Howard Goldman, Secretary
Judy Stutman Izes,  
Immediate Past President

TRUSTEE OFFICERS
Dr. Bernie Dishler, Chairman  
Bruce Armon, Vice Chairman
Judy Stutman Izes, Secretary

CONSTITUENT GROUP 
PRESIDENTS
Ed Moses and Howard Goldman 
Co-Presidents, Men’s Association
Karen Moses 
President, AJWA Sisterhood
Lorna Rosenberg 
President, L’olam

7763 Old York Road  •  Elkins Park, Pennsylvania 19027
215.635.6611  •  www.CongregationAJ.org
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Noah Aarons
Wolf Alkus
Max Amster
Charles S. Axelrod
Rose B. Baron
Nelson Berger
Sarah Rachel Bernstein
Julius C. Blankfield
Frances Copelin Bolno
Samuel H. Bortner
Kreney Brodsky
Max Caplan
Joel Cohen
Morton J. Dannenhirsch
David Davidson
Stanton Lewis A. 

Einhorn
Samuel Eisenberg
Milton Falkenstein
Alice Feigenbaum
Abraham Freeman
Millie F. Friedman
Caroline Friedmann
Ida Rose Gassel
Brenda (Bunny) Gekoski
Albert Gelberg
Henry Gichner
Benjamin Glass

Stanley Charles  
Glauser, MD, PhD

Louis Gluck
Julius H. Goldberg
William Goldhammer
Lillian Goldstein
Samuel Hyman 

Goldstein
Yetta Anna Halpern
Benjamin Heimerling
Herbert F. Hertz
Sarah Hyman
Emil Jaffe
Dr. Leon Kacher
Fannie Kadane
Fanette Kornfeld
Margaret E. Kotzin
Stanton M. Kroungold
Carrye Gradwohl Lam
Lea Landes
Raphael Levy
Samuel Levyn
Mark Lieberman
Jacob Loewenstein
Joseph London
Mina Marcus
Martha S. Maybaum
Pauline Metzman

Rebecca N. M. Nathans
Cynthia Bacal Portner
Fay Riegner
Ralph Bernard Roseman
Max Rosen
Samuel Rosenthal
Reuben Rosenthal
Tillie Rudolph
Jacob D. Saltzman
Max Schader
Celia Schlein
Roselyn Schwartz
Samuel Sebotnick
Paul Silverman
Maurice T. Sloane
Harry Smith
Daniel D. Solomon
Mae Stillman
Molly Tarshish
Thomas Toretch
Joseph Turoff
Alexander Lyon 

Vogelsohn
Harry Weingast
Dr. Joseph S. Wohl
Albert M. Wolf
Perle Russ Zinman

Torah reader

Robert Friedman

hafTarah reader 
Robert Friedman

Mazel Tov to Robert Friedman on the anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah!

 
SHABBAT VAERA

January 20, 21, 2023  •  28 Tevet 5783
YAHRZEITS

January 15, 2023 to January 21, 2023
22 Tevet 5783 to 28 Tevet 5783

SERVICE SCHEDULE

Shabbat Vaera (January 20, 21, 2023 | 28 Tevet 5783) 
Shabbat Morning Service 9:30 AM 
Shabbat lunch will follow. 
Minhah-Ma’ariv-Havdalah 4:50 PM

Rosh Hodesh Shevat (January 23, 2023 | 1 Shevat 5783) 
Monday Morning Service 7:00 AM

Shabbat Vaera (January 27, 28, 2023 | 6 Shevat 5783) 
Kabbalat Shabbat 6:15 PM 
Shabbat Morning Service 9:30 AM 
Sisterhood Shabbat, followed by luncheon 
Minhah-Ma’ariv-Havdalah 4:55 PM

REGULAR WEEKDAY SCHEDULE

Evenings (in person and via Zoom) 
     Sunday through Thursday: 7:00 PM

Mornings (in person and via Zoom)
     Sunday: 9:00 AM; Monday and Thursday: 7:20 AM;
     Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday: 7:30 AM

Torah reading

Exodus 3:16 — 6:1
Page 239  Hertz Humash 

Page 361  Humash Etz Hayim

hafTarah

Ezekiel 28:25 — 29:21
Page 244  Hertz Humash 

Page 367  Humash Etz Hayim

Making Donations to AJ’s Funds

Please go to the AJ website (www.CongregationAJ.org) to learn 
about and/or donate to one of AJ’s funds or to the Congregation’s 
Torah. Alternatively, you can call the AJ office at 215.635.6611.
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The Congregation’s Torah

The image above highlights the donations to the Congregation’s 
Torah that have been made in the past years, related to 

this week’s Torah portion (Parashat Hashavua). 
Visit www.CongregationAJ.org for more information. Continued on next page

UPDATED COVID-19 GUIDELINES
Vaccinations and boosters: 

Vaccinations and boosters are strongly encouraged but not  
required to attend in-person services and events at AJ. Anyone  
who presents with symptoms of possible COVID-19 will not be  
admitted to the building.
Masking:

When the COVID-19 level in Montgomery County and the  
surrounding counties is “Medium” or “Low,” masks are optional  
in the AJ building when attending services or functions. When the 
level is “High,” masks will be required. Go to the CDC website 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html)  
to see what the level in the County is currently.

By attending services or events at AJ, all attendees confirm 
that you have not tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 10 days.

If you have had COVID or have been exposed to someone with 
COVID, please use the CDC COVID calculator (https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html) to determine 
whether you need to isolate or mask. 

If you tested positive for COVID, and are not able to utilize the 
CDC COVID calculator, here are the isolation/masking guidelines:
• You may not come into the AJ building for 5 days following the day 

you develop symptoms or, in the absence of symptoms, the day 
you test positive. 

• You may come into the AJ building on day 6 following the day  
you develop symptoms and/or test positive, provided that you are 
feeling better and have been fever-free for 24 hours. (Per CDC, the 
day you first have symptoms, or, if you were asymptomatic, the 
day you test positive is considered day “0”.)

• You must wear a high-filtration (N95/KN95) mask inside the  
building through day 10 following the day you test positive.

You can see our complete guidelines on the AJ website.

Upcoming Events

Sunday, January 22: Adult Ed Series on Prayer (continuing). “Prayer: 
For Those Who Don’t Know How to Pray/For Those Who Pray But Don’t 
Know Why.” Prayer can be personal or communal, spontaneous or 
scheduled, in English or Hebrew. Prayer can be an expression of grati-
tude, a song of praise, or a deeply needed request. Prayer can raise your 
consciousness or deepen your relationship with the Divine. This class 
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TO RSVP: You can find most AJ events on the Events and RSVP 
webpage on the AJ website. Go to www.CongregationAJ.org and 
click on “Events and RSVP” in the top menu bar. This page lists 
upcoming events and their descriptions. Just click on the event 
name (in blue) to go to the registration form.

Upcoming Events Continued from previous page

taught by Rav Shai Cherry will explore the meanings and purposes of 
Jewish prayer and will include readings from some of the greatest 
theologians of our tradition. Three Sunday mornings, January 15, 22, 
and 29, at 10:30 AM. Session #2 of 3. To register for the remaining 
sessions, go to www.CongregationAJ.org and click on “Events and RSVP” 
in the top menu bar. Then look for the event name.

Saturday, January 28: Sisterhood Shabbat. You are invited to join us for 
Sisterhood Shabbat featuring a beautiful, multi-generational service led 
by the women of AJWA Sisterhood, followed by a wonderful luncheon. 
The speaker for this year’s Sisterhood Shabbat is family historian Sharon 
F. Taylor. She is a member of Temple Sinai and will be speaking on the 
following topic: The Power of Genealogy — Keeping Women’s Stories 
Alive. During the service, she will speak about discovering an inspiring 
story about her great-grandmother Hudia, and why genealogy is impor-
tant, especially for Jewish women. She will also present an introduction 
to Jewish genealogy and how to research your own family stories. At our 
luncheon, she will present more tips on researching your family along 
with another fascinating family story titled “My Great-Aunt Madam:  
In Search of an Offbeat Ancestor.”

Sunday, January 29: Bimah Skills, Part 3: The Jewish Ps of Spring. 
This is the last class in Hazzan Glantz’s Bimah Skills series. Megillat 
Esther is chanted to a fun trope that expresses the text’s tragic humor.  
Go on to learn a few verses or a whole chapter. 6:15 PM. Attendees will 
have the option to stay thereafter for continued instruction, discussions, 
and questions. Please register here. This will be only session for The 
Jewish Ps of Spring — we have decided to save the Passover portion of 
this series for Pesah U, on Sunday, March 26. More info to come! To 
register for this session, go to www.CongregationAJ.org and click on 
“Events and RSVP” in the top menu bar. Then look for the event name.

Orange County Community Scholar Program (CSP). AJ, dedicated to  
the Jewish value of learning for its own sake (Torah lishmah), has a 
partnership with the Orange County Community Scholar Program (CSP). 
You can find details on all of the CSP January and February programs and 
the presenters, as well as register, at https://occsp.net/csp-online-zoom-
events/. In particular, Rav Shai recommends this class in January: The 
Radical Responsibility of Rabbi Sacks: The Problem of Evil as a Call  
to Action, with Dr. Tanya White on Tuesday, January 31, from 1:00 to 
2:00 PM. Description: How do we manage the dissonance between the 
world as it is and the world as it ought to be? This question has haunted 
mankind since its inception and is the driving force behind our constant 
desire to understand why evil and suffering exist in the world.  In this class 
we will be exploring this perennial human dilemma through the prism of 

Rabbi Sack’s iconic book Radical Then, Radical Now. Through studying 
both Biblical and Midrashic sources as well as contemporary Jewish 
thought we will provide a radical re-reading of the issue that will aim to 
provide an innovative and paradigm shifting approach to the subject. 

For February, Rav Shai is looking forward to “An Overview of Israeli Current 
Affairs,” with David Horovitz, on Sunday, February 5 from 1:00 to 2:00 PM. 
Description: David Horovitz is the founding editor of The Times of Israel, the 
fastest-growing current affairs website in the Jewish world, with an average of 
some 8 million monthly users worldwide and 40 million monthly page views. 
The Times of Israel, which provides independent, non-partisan coverage of 
Israel, the region and the Jewish world, also publishes in Hebrew, French, 
Arabic, and Persian. Horovitz was previously editor-in-chief of The Jerusalem 
Post (from 2004–2011). Before that, he was editor and publisher of the 
award-winning newsmagazine The Jerusalem Report. In 2014, he was 
awarded Bnai Brith’s lifetime achievement journalism award. He has 
conducted landmark interviews with a succession of Israeli and interna-
tional figures, including all of Israel’s recent prime ministers, has written 
from Israel for newspapers around the world, and is a frequent interviewee 
on CNN, the BBC, Sky, and other TV and radio stations. Horovitz is the 
author of 2004’s “Still Life with Bombers: Israel in the Age of Terrorism,” 
and 2000’s “A Little Too Close to God: The Thrills and Panic of a Life in 
Israel,” both published in the US by Knopf.

If you register and can’t attend, a link will be sent after the event to a 
recording. 

Beth Sholom and Adath Jeshurun Players. Don’t miss our next production: 
The Drowsy Chaperone! In this hilarious valentine to show tunes and show 
people, a forgotten Jazz Age musical comes to life in the living room of 
a diehard theatre fan. As he eagerly spins his favorite cast album, a fizzy 
vintage show suddenly appears, exploding with song, dance and pure 
entertainment. Our quirky narrator fills the plot holes, with laugh-out-loud 
results. Packed with show-stopping numbers and larger-than-life characters, 
here’s a Tony Award-winning spoof that will have everyone falling in love 
with zany musical comedy! To see a peek of what’s in store for audiences 
attending The Drowsy Chaperone, go to https://youtu.be/ov2zrtIs-Ik. 
Please go to  bethsholomplayers.org  to purchase tickets and  ads for the 
program book. Show dates:  February 16, 18, and 19. Venue: Gratz College.
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Congregation Adath Jeshurun

Established in 1858, our congregation was one of the founding members 
of the United Synagogue of America. Men and women worship with equal 
standing in our services which, while grounded in Jewish tradition, seek to 
respond to the modern intellectual, spiritual, and aesthetic needs of today’s 
congregants. In 2004, our congregational family grew with the addition of 
Oxford Circle Jewish Community Centre-Brith Israel. Our unique prayer 
book, Seder Avodah, was compiled, edited, and translated by Rabbi Max D. 
Klein, of blessed memory, who was our spiritual leader from 1910 until 1960. 
It was extensively revised and reissued under the direction of Rabbi Seymour 
Rosenbloom in 2008, as part of our 150th Anniversary year, and dedicated 
by Marvin N. and Mildred W. Demchick.

As members of the Conservative movement, we expect all men to wear 
a kippah/head covering during religious services. Jewish men are  
further requested to wear a tallit/prayer shawl during morning services.  
Women are also encouraged to observe these practices. Both men and 
women are required to wear a head covering when ascending the bima,  
particularly when called to the Torah for an aliyah. We request that you  
enter or exit the sanctuary only when the congregation is seated.

If you must have your cell phone with you, please silence it. Smoking is  
not permitted in the building or on the grounds. Guests are reminded that 
photography is not permitted on Shabbat. 

We offer an audio enhancement system. Please ask an usher for a personal 
headset and receiver. The systems are to be returned to the ushers prior to 
leaving the synagogue. Please note that a large-print Seder Avodah is also 
available from the ushers.

We at Adath Jeshurun are proud of our award-winning religious, education, 
music, and youth programs, and our nationally accredited preschool. Our 
congregation offers a full calendar of religious, educational, and cultural 
events through Men’s and Women’s Associations, Adult Education,  
Social Action (AJ Acts), L’olam (Judaism and the environment), and  
B’Bayit (catering) committees.

Contributions to Adath Jeshurun to honor B´ Mitzvah celebrations, births,  
eddings, or in memory of loved ones is greatly accepted.

Please contact the office for more information.

Prayer for Our Country and Our World
Rav Shai Cherry

May it be Your will Adonai Eloheinu v’Elohei avoteinu, 
That the leaders and advisors stewarding our planet 
Be graced with Your light and wisdom.

May the insight that every human is created in Your image 
Animate our pursuit of liberty and justice for all, 
And give to bigotry no sanction.

May our leaders wed justice to mercy as they contend 
With emerging challenges and dire threats.

May our government’s checks and balances safeguard the ideals and 
Free institutions which are the pride and glory of our country.

May our leaders forsake immediate gratification to pursue long-term weal. 
May they be faithful to our founders’ motto: E pluribus unum, 
To promote conditions for a common bond in true harmony.

“He has told you what it is to be good. 
What the Lord demands from you:

Only this—Do justice and lovingkindness, 
And walk modestly with your God.”

Bless us, O Lord, with the fortitude to free the fettered, raise the fallen, 
Straighten the bent, bind the wounded, and heal the afflicted.

May rivers of righteousness overflow, sprouting seeds of justice along the banks, 
Until peace fills the earth as water fills the sea.

As our ancestors responded to God’s call, 
So will we, together, Hineinu.


